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Welcome to the Michaelmas edition of the MCBC 
newsletter for the 2025/26 year. To stay up to date with 
the club throughout the term follow our Instagram 
@biglegsmansfield

As the new academic year started, we were busy 
recruiting new members, and our taster day was very 
successful with over 30 new rowers getting the chance 
to hop into a boat. Over the term, the novices came on 
leaps and bounds culminating in a great showing in the 
two regattas in which they participated.

It has also been a busy term for the seniors with plenty 
of intense training as well as lots of opportunities to 
row competitively.

The term culminated in the MCBC Oxmas formal held 
after racing had concluded. It was a great evening to 
celebrate the achievements of everyone in the club this 
term.

Pictured right: O1 before racing IWL A
Pictured below: Men’s novices during  the Tamesis 
regatta



Returner’s Racing 
Results
Thanks to the largely good weather, both our novice and returner crews managed to get 
lots of racing experience this term.

There were 2 IWLs this term and, in the first, our women’s eight finished a super 
impressive 4th out of 22 boats! Our two open eights also put in a superb performance to 
finish 7th and 9th out of 25 boats respectively! In the second, our open eight finished 10th 
out of 24 boats. We also entered open and women’s fours with the open four placing 3rd 
out of 6 boats just 5.5s of the winning Lincon boat. The women did extremely well to be 
the fastest of 3 boats competing in the category!

We also fielded an open and women’s boat in the annual Autumn IVs. Our open side 
crew cruised through the first two rounds before narrowly losing out in the quarter finals 
to New College. Our women’s crew managed to go one better by reaching the semi 
finals with three fantastic wins before a close loss. What an achievement!

The final race for our returning crews was the inaugural Lion & Chough regatta. This 
regatta is knock-out format for eights where the first day of racing (Lion) is for non-novice 
crews and the second day (Chough) is for novice crews.  Our open side won two rounds 
before missing out in the final. Our women rowed well to reach the semi final!

Pictured top left: Our crews after Autumn IVs
Pictured top right: The open side crew after the Lion regatta
Pictured below: The open eight after finishing IWL A



Novice racing results
The novices got their first taste of racing in the 
Cough regatta. The women showed no signs of first 
race nerves to row brilliantly to the semi finals! 
Unfortunately, despite a valiant showing, the open 
side suffered a first round exit to a very fast 
Magdalen crew who went on to win the whole thing!

Tamesis regatta was a great opportunity for the open 
side crew to bounce back and that they did as they 
were scratched through on the first day and then 
won their next two races to end up in the quarter 
finals with a rematch against Magdalen. Even 
though our crew put in yet another great row, it was 
not quite enough to come out on top. Again, the 
women put in a great performance in each of their 
three races in which they lost to Magdalen, beat 
New, and lost to St Catz. A fantastic showing from 
both of our crews!

Pictured top right: Our open side novice crew 
Pictured right: Open side crew on the start line
Pictured below: Women’s side crew during Tamesis

Oxmas formal
We rounded off the term in 
style with our Oxmas formal 
at the King’s Arms. As is 
tradition, the novices were 
awarded special awards by 
their captains to celebrate 
their first term of rowing! 



LOOKING AHEAD…
Please see below for some important dates for the coming terms. For 
more details on each event, keep an eye on our Instagram! 
Also, if you are an alumni who would like to hear about these events 
directly, you are welcome to join our alumni WhatsApp group. To request 
to join, please email our alumni officer Tom whose email is at the bottom 
of this page!
Pictured below: Alumni at our 2025 Summer VIIIs formal 

As always, MCBC greatly appreciates any and all support from 
our Alumni and beyond. Being a smaller boat club with rowers 
from primarily state schools, we face more challenges than 
most others at Oxford. We aim to make rowing a more 
accessible sport for those from all backgrounds - subsidising 
rowing battels and providing equipment at more affordable 
prices. We are very proud of our friendly and welcoming 
environment, and this wouldn't be possible without your 
generous support. Thank you so much for this support.

If you would like to help what we do and enable more people to 
get into this amazing sport, donations can be made by donating 
to Mansfield and including MCBC in the reference field. The 
donation will then entirely go to the boat club. To donate, click 
the link below and scroll down to Bank Transfer.
https://www.mansfield.ox.ac.uk/make-a-gift/make-a-gift-from-the-uk/
For any enquiries about alumni visits to the Boat Club, outings, 
or to join the alumni WhatsApp group, please email our alumni 
officer thomas.silvester-ratcliffe@mansfield.ox.ac.uk
Instagram @biglegsmansfield

Pictured left: An MCBC boat out on a beautiful morning on the 
Isis!

Thank 
you

Save the dates:
Saturday 31st January @ 8pm 

Alumni social

Sunday 8th March 
Torpids dinner

Saturday 30th May 
Eights dinner
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